
December 2020, Issue 3 

 

Building character, shaping futures 

  Update 
Dear Colleagues, Governors and Parents 
 
On reflecting at this time on our autumn term experiences, with all their massive challenges, I must admit 
that I am in awe of all that our teachers, leaders, support staff, children and young people have achieved! 
The pressures facing schools have never been greater – the impact of COVID has affected every 
member of our Trust community and is not yet showing signs of easing. I feel very proud that during this 
time, each school has delivered its curriculum with creativity and inspiration, following DfE requirements 
and meeting the learning and pastoral needs of our children, young people, their families and our 
colleagues. I want to congratulate everyone for their resilience, determination, compassion and 
professionalism. 
 
The pandemic has not however, halted our culture and ethos for showing care and striving for all we 
value and I hope that you enjoy reading this newsletter as a summary of our achievements! 
 
As if the challenges have not been great enough, the students and staff of Haygrove School have moved 
during the term into a new building. Although this has been a very exciting development, which offers 
much needed and modern facilities, I must acknowledge and commend the commitment shown by the 
senior leadership team and staff in preparing for and managing the move. We all look forward to the time 
when we can open our doors and celebrate not only the heritage associated with the history of Haygrove 
School, but also the start of this new chapter. 
 
You will also read in this edition of our QET newsletter the new version of our Trust vision and values.  
Please take a look and let us know your thoughts.  I am always interested to hear your views on how we 
can continue to develop our ‘family’ structure to make a real difference to the lives of our children, young 
people and their families. As we look ahead to a brighter spring and summer, we are exploring a 
programme of collaborative activities. There will be more news relating to this in our next QET newsletter. 
 
In the meantime, I want to wish you all the best for a happy and relaxing Christmas break and a truly 
optimistic new year, which will steer us towards gradual emergence from the pandemic, when we can 
regain, in our daily lives, all that we have missed so much. 
 
Please stay safe and well during this time.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Karen Canham, CEO 
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Money just kept coming in from Spaxton C of E Primary 
School’s fundraising efforts for Children in Need 2020! 
The school were finally able to donate the incredible sum of 
£1814.65! With only 74 students, that means an average of 
£24.52 raised for every child at this rural school. 
 
The charity extravaganza was on Friday 13 November and 
everyone at the Spaxton primary school took part in a 
sponsored walk around the school field. Students had 30 
minutes to do as many laps as possible and could choose to 
walk, run or skip their way round. Since some of the children 
still have quite little legs, the number of laps completed ranged from 9 to 21! Everyone was also 
encouraged to wear something spotty for Pudsey along with their school uniform. 
 
Mrs Rood, Head of School, said "I am so proud of the whole school community for supporting our 
ramble so generously. For a small school to raise such a large amount is just phenomenal. The children 
showed such perseverance and resilience on the day and it was great to see them being so supportive 
of one another."  Year 6 pupil Molly said, “We had to be determined because it was really muddy, but 
we kept going until our time was up, despite being tired, because we knew it was to help other children.”  
 

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone 
who donated to the Christmas advent calendar 
appeal at Haygrove School. Since the photos have 

been taken, we now have a total of 310 donated 

calendars, which will make a huge difference to 
local families that use the Bridgwater Foodbank.  

Year 7 student Archie, whose mum secured 48 
calendars from a local Tesco store, said, “It’s good 
that everyone has made donations so that people 
in need can have a treat each day leading to 
Christmas.” His friend, Ollie, also commented, “I 
am glad that lots of local people who maybe don’t 
have much can have a calendar this year.” 

 
 
 
 
 

Haygrove School has a tradition of donating decorated Christmas 
Hampers, as a way of supporting people in the wider community. 
Although there were a number of changes to how donations were 
managed this year, in view of all the COVID-19 restrictions, the 
sentiment remains the same. Each tutor group brought in donations and 
the hampers were delivered to Victoria Park Community Centre and 
Bridgwater Foodbank on Monday 14th December 2020.  
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On the 11th day of the 11th month, our Trust schools paid 
tribute to Remembrance Day. At Haygrove School, Ms 
Gregg made a speech before representatives from each year 
group laid a cross in remembrance and Mr Reid read the 
Exhortation. Students then stood still for a two minute 
silence with year 10 student, Morgan, performing The 
Last Post. At Spaxton, children and staff created a 
poppy display over their school entrance to remember 
the lives lost. At Stogursey, each class paid respect 
by holding a two-minute silence to reflect on the 
importance of remembrance day.  

Haygrove School have recently launched 'Feel Good Friday'! Each week staff share published news 
and stories that demonstrate the character attributes we are encouraging in our young people and that 
also link to the Global Goals. They provide interesting points for discussions and give a positive message 
amongst all the other news we face! 
  
Students at Haygrove have also been quizzed on the 
school’s links with schools in Zambia and Kenya. The 
answers provided a unique insight into how the 
pandemic is affecting populations elsewhere - and in 
some instances bringing home the fact that basic 
needs such as feeding families are at risk.  
  
Haygrove has also started work with Stogursey 
School linking character and global learning into 
planning sessions - exciting times! 
  

 
 

To enrich life opportunities for all members of our 
Trust community, working and learning together 

with aspiration, ambition and care, in our schools 
and wider society. 

 
 
 
 

Community; we listen to, influence and play 
an active role in our communities. 

 
Aspiration; we raise standards and provide 
opportunity for developing talents in all areas 

of life. 
 

Respect; we respect and celebrate the value 
and preciousness of each individual. 

 
Equity; we aim to enrich the unique life 

opportunities of all, overcoming barriers and 
achieving goals. 

Please read our updated Vision and 
Values of the Quantock Education Trust 
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This term marked the start of lessons in the new building that replaces the iconic red-brick single-story 
premises that has been at the heart of the school and local community since 1937 and became Haygrove 
School in 1974. 
 
The new building contains 19 new classrooms that are spacious and bright with fabulous views of the 
surrounding hills. The ground floor is home to a new school hall equipped with retractable seating and a 
‘media control tower’ to facilitate sound and lights for school performances; a dedicated drama room; a 
spacious mirrored fitness suite; a new reception for visitors; offices for staff and a new dining hall and 
kitchens.  
 
On the top floor there are eight fully-equipped science teaching rooms and a science prep room. Outside, 
over the coming months, new outdoor play and sport facilities will be developed.  

Haygrove Move In! 

Heritage Prints 
We are delighted to offer prints of this original 
watercolour painting by Bristol-based artist Peter 
Donnithorne who was commissioned to paint the 
iconic Haygrove School building façade in 2018. 
 
As we near the end of the ‘red brick’ chapter of the 
Haygrove School and Dr Morgan’s Grammar School 
story, we wanted to enable our community, both 
current and past, to cherish memories of the original 
Durleigh Road building by owning a print of the 
painting that will hang, in pride of place, in the new 
Haygrove School reception.  
 
12” x 8” matt prints on quality card, cellophane wrapped and posted in a hard-backed envelope. 
All prints, including packing and posting will be £10.00 inc VAT. 
Profit from the sale of these prints will go towards our school’s fundraising for a 3G astroturf to replace the 
old redgra. More info can be found on the Haygrove School website.  www.haygroveschool.co.uk/news 

 

https://www.haygroveschool.co.uk/news.htm
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Thirty-one students from Haygrove School’s 
year 11 cohort have stepped up and taken on 
leadership roles by becoming part of the 
prestigious Prefect Team. Tasked with acting 
as role models for younger students and 
representing the school at key points through 
the school year, being a school prefect is the 
culmination of a student’s involvement in the 
range of leadership opportunities offered by 
the school. Congratulations to Josh and 
Amelia who were appointed Head Boy and 
Head Girl. 

Spaxton C of E School held an election in 
September to appoint school council 
representatives from each year group. Any child 
could nominate themselves to be on the school 
council and after giving their reasons to the 
class, a secret election was held to choose the 
final representatives. In total, 12 children were 
elected, two from each year group 1—6.   

The council have already had a busy term. They 
have held regular meetings with Mrs Rood, 
focusing their discussions around what they like 
about the school and what they would like to 
improve. Hopefully over the course of the year, 
they can find ways to make the improvements 
they want, including developing the sensory 
garden.    

The Communication Team of the Smart School 
Council reconvened in another sign of things 
returning to some normality after it stopped 
during lockdown. 
  
Connie was elected Chair with Olivia elected as 
Secretary. Newcomers Saul and Cody were 
elected to website work and newcomers 
Kaycee, Harry and Jacob were elected as 
group workers. 
  
We look forward to seeing how well they work 
on providing enrichment in the current 
restrictions. Already, three requests for Action 
Teams have come in and which is very 
exciting. Will there be another drama club? Will 
there be any charity or social activism this? We 
will have to wait to see what happens... 
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Haygrove School 
Christmas Hampers 

that were given to the 
Bridgwater Foodbank. 

Spaxton School 
Nativity 

Stogursey School Nativity 


